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Once A Marine!

For more information about our
activities
Please visit us online:
www.kentuckianamarines.org
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Elected Officers
Commandant:
C.J. Wychulis (502) 425-1368
cwychulis@aol.com

Senior Vice Commandant:
Louis Lindle

Junior Vice Commandant:
Bob LeBlond (502) 239-9946
rleblond@aol.com

Judge Advocate:
Bob Cross

Auxiliary President:
Mary Klein (502) 327-0862
marybklein@insightbb.com

Appointed Officers
Adjutant:
Allen D. Broussard (502) 267-4776
broussard.marines@insightbb.com

Boy Scout Committee
Dewey Amundsen, Jr (502) 239-2683

Chaplain:
Bill Gividen (502) 448-6774
gividen88@hotmail.com

Comptroller/Investment/Audit Committee:

Bill Klein (502) 327-0862
kleinbill@insightbb.com

Paymaster:
Joyce Rogers

Sergeant-At-Arms:
Richard L. Taylor (812) 949-8403
olebear380@aol.com

Supply Officer:
Allen V. Wallace (502) 245-5615

VAVS Service Officer:
Bob LeBlond (502) 239-9946
rleblond@aol.com

VSO Officer & (Devil Dog Contact)
Gene Hammer (954) 494-3884 (note area

code)

ehammer4l@peoplepc.com

Ways & Means Committee Chairs:
Bruch Kapfhammer (502) 477-2963
bkapfham@bellsouth.net

Newsletter Info

Help us meet our membership goal,
Please send in your 2008 dues.

Circulation: If you have not received
your issue within the first week of each
month. Notify me for an additional copy.

Submissions: All members are
encouraged to participate. Send me
your requests, comments, articles,
calendar info etc. that you would like to
see published. Send any submissions
to: jd@jdsparks.com

Deadline: In order to insure a timely
delivery the cut off date is on the 25th of
each month.

Special Thanks: To Nancy and Allen
Wallace for preparing and mailing the
newsletter each month. Kudos.

Editor: JD Sparks

6516 Ashbrooke Drive
Pewee Valley, KY 40056
502.693.8022
jd@jdsparks.com

SAVE US MONEY: Please, if you can
receive via email it will save us money.
1/3 of our annual MCL budget is for
mailing the newsletter! PLEASE,
save us money.

Cut out and give to prospective member!

Marine Corps League
Kentuckiana Detachment #729

Meet every 3rd Wed, 1900 hrs
At: American Legion Hall,
Highlands

Once a Marine, Always a Marine

All membership questions call:
Adjutant, Allen Broussard
502.267.4776
Broussard.marines@insightbb.com
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Commandant’s Corner - CJ Wychulis

As mentioned after the elections that it was
a true honor to serve as your Commandant
the past year and | can say | am truly
honored to serve once again for the
upcoming fiscal year. | will continue to
work hard to keep our Detachment moving
forward and believe me this cannot be done
without your full support. And again the key
drivers will be our officers and board
working together as a team and keeping with
the Marine tradition of using the chain of
command...... There should be NO
surprises!
I want to congratulate our newly elected
officers and | am looking forward to
working with them for the upcoming fiscal
year. They are committed to our detachment
and stated interest in continuing to move up
the chain of command.
Senior Vice Commandant. Louis Lindle
Junior Vice Commandant. Robert (Bob)
LeBlond
Judge Advocate. Robert (Bob) Cross
In addition, Joyce Rogers has accepted the
position of Paymaster succeeding Charlie
Schroering who has done an outstanding
job for our detachment for over seven years,
thank you Charlie for a job well done. Al

Broussard has agreed to continue serving as
our Adjutant and we are fortunate to have
his professionalism in this office and Don
Schofield has agreed to serve as our
Sergeant at Arms. As of this date | am still
waiting for a reply for our other appointed
position.

Our own detachment website is just about
ready for launching, this is a project talked
about for several years and we are finally
getting it off the ground and according to
our Webmaster, Corey Bowlin it should be
up and running during the month of July.
Behind the scenes we had several members
working on this project over time during our
early stages and | want to recognize them
for their advice and council during this
process. Warren Diffey, arranged for the
domain and site parameters. JD Sparks who
continues to help with the site when asked

and Gene Hammer for his early
contributions.

We had nine members attend the
Department of Kentucky meeting in

Owenshoro on 20 June for the election of
Officers for the coming year.

During the proceedings of the meeting | was
truly humbled and honored upon my
selection as the Department of Kentucky

Marine of the
Year and
although this is
an award given
to an individual
it is an anomaly
knowing  that
this award can
only be given to
one who has his
detachments
support and |

want to thank Commandant

all  of our CJ Wychulis
members  for

their - ~support 502.425.1368
and | truly will

be honored to .

wear  this | Cwychulis@aol.com

award on your
behalf. Thank you Marines.

Our July social should be a fun time and |
am looking forward to seeing a large
attendance at the event. As usual the dinner
will be great. And | promise per many
requests to keep the awards ceremony to
reasonable time frame.

Semper Fi CJ

Fundraiser - Bruce Kapfhammer - 502.291.6789

We have 2 graves that were donated to us last year. We need to see if we can find a member to purchase them.
Here is what we have for sale:
2 Cemetery lots at HIGHLAND MEMORY GARDENS, Mt. Washington Ky.
Located in Veterans section, Lot 5, spaces 187/188
Comes with 2 Lawn Crypts, Granite Base, Vet. Companion Bronze Memorial, VA to furnish other side.
View of Veterans Monument, Flag placement at Iwo Jima.
Has to be veteran. Book value $6400. Open to offers.

Please send any offers to Bruce.
Chaplain’s Corner Four Chaplains Story - Bill Gividen - gividen88@hotmail.com

| want to thank the new members that
have come out to help with the visitations and Honor
Details. This help is very much appreciated and more
participation is needed. I can’t attend every service but I
try to make as many as possible, but we need to organize
at least 4 teams of 4 or more members so that all area’s
of Jefferson County, Southern Indiana, Oldham and
North Bullitt County can be served. | ask for your help
in letting me know what area you can help serve, thank
you. God has blessed us and we give him the praise,
your

I wish to thank all the outgoing leadership and their hard
work helping our League grow. Ron Medley, Woodie
Marshall and Charles Schroering Jr. have given so much
work and defining moments to the League, job well done
good and faithful servants.

We wish the new officers welcome
and our support is behind you as you help define our
new year. | most want to thank Charles Unterreiner,
Jimmie Trusty, Bob Cross, Allen and Mary Broussard,
Earl Bertrand and Rick Taylor for their hard work in
helping me with the Chaplain duties. (I know | am
leaving out many names) and just want to thank
everyone who gives of their time to help me with “The
Last Detail”. On some weeks we have had several
visitations, Honor Detail and Cemetery Rifle Details. On
several days we have done more than one detail and on a
couple we have performed three services.

Chaplain, Bill Gividen.



mailto:bkapfham@bellsouth.net

g

July Schedule

I come in peace, | didn't bring
artillery. But | am pleading with
you with tears in my eyes: If you

fool with me, I'll kill you all.

~Marine General James Mattis, to
Iraqi tribal leaders

(the word fool replaces another
four letter word that appeared in
the original quote)

Local Events for July

July
2-5
Flea Market

3
Sushi-net Networking

4
Independence day

11
Road Cleanup (see below)

18-19
Locust Grove Jane Austen
Festival

Have talked with solid
waste manager and we
can work the same roads
that we did earlier on trash
abatement. May be able to
pick up more. They want it
done by July 15. We need
to know who will volunteer
We will meet at The T Cup
the 11 of July at 9 AM.
Reply to Bruce at
bkapfham@bellsouth.net

Upcoming Events - Marines Proudly Serving Our Community

1st Monday of month:
Board of Trustees Meeting will
be at 1900 hours. July 6 Held

at the American Legion
Highland Post #201. These
meetings are open to all
members. Only the Board
Members can vote. For further
information contact the
Commandant at (502) 267-

7635. (Special Date)

Pistol Team Practice Meeting
for those members wishing to
fire on the 2009 Pistol Team
will be at 1830, 15 July (MCL
Mtg night in meeting hall). .
General Info: Acceptable
weapons that can be used -
Govt Model .45 1911,1911-A,
1911-Al. 9MM Beretta 92S
and 92F or Tarus PT92 and
PT98. Revolver six
cylinder .38. Firing practices
will be conducted at the
Bluegrass Firing Range, 4402

Kiln Ct July Practices 1800
on 21% and 28™.

2nd Monday of the month:
Roving Mess will be held at the
GT Sports Bar & Grill on Tues.
July 7 at 11:000 AM. Located on
Hopewell Rd. at the intersection of
Taylorsville Rd. and the Gene
Snyder. If you are getting off the
Gene Snyder go towards Jtown and
turn left on Hopewell Rd, The
phone number is 365-1278. Call
Bob Le Blond to let him know if
you will be there Remember it is
on Tuesday July 7.

Quarterly:

Order of the Devil Dogs

Meet at the American Legion
hall on Aug at 1900 hours.

Color Guard, Rifle Honors
Detail and Field Music will
NOT Practice at the Fern
Creek Fire Department
anymore. Any member wishing
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to be a part of either group
should contact Bob Ebert at
(502) 267-6413.

3rd Wednesday of the month:
Regular Meeting (SPECIAL):
The Detachment meeting will
start at 1900 hours (Promptly),
July 15. This will be held at the
American Legion Highland Post

# 201. All members are
encouraged to attend. For
information contact

Commandant CJ Whychulis at
502-425-1368.

NOTE: Detachment Special
at 1730 Hrs. $10. RSVP REQ!

Same night as Det Meeting:
Ladies Auxiliary in the
Highland’s post.

3rd Friday of the month:
Highland Post Fish Fry s
served starting at 1630 hours,
July 17. The cost is $4.00 per
person.

FUTURE MCL ITEMS

Do you know any Marines that
are deployed? This organization
will send them packages, just let
them know who and where:
www.SupportOurMarinesinc.org

Do you know of an event you
want in the calendar?
Email the editor:
jd@jdsparks.com

Annual Joint Detachment/Auxiliary

awards banquet
will be held on:

Wednesday, July 15

There will be no business meeting that evening. There
will be a charge of $10 per person to the cover the
catered meal.

A happy hour will be held from 5:30 — 6:30 (Cash Bar)

Followed by the dinner. The award presentations will be
held immediately after the dinner.

In addition to the awards we will also have a silent
auction during the evening.

All reservations must be made no later than July 8.
Please observe this cutoff so that we can have a correct
headcount for our caterer.

Reservations can be made by contacting our Sr.Vice
Commandant, Louis Lindle on 239-5002.
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Minutes - Detachment News

The General Meeting of the Kentuckiana Detachment 729, Marine Corps
League was conducted at the American Legion Post 201, on 17 June 2009.
The meeting was called to order at 1900 hours by Commandant C. J. Wychu-
lis. All Officers were all present or accounted for. The meeting was opened
with a prayer lead by Chaplain Bill Gividen.

With Colors pre-posted the meeting was opened in the usual manner.

The Sergeant at Arms indicated that there were 60 members in attendance.
There were no guests.

Applications for new membership

Three applications for membership were presented on behalf of Robert An-
thony Meador (sponsor Gene Hammer), Stefan C. Perich, (sponsor C. J.
Woychulis) and Associate Prospective member Gordon Snyder (Sponsor Tom
Crump). Members were not present for induction. Motion was made by
Mary Broussard to approve his membership and seconded by Don Greenwell.
He was approved for membership by detachment vote.

Guests

There were two active duty Marines in attendance as guests of Joyce Rogers.
Matt Earnst of 1% Bn, 10" Marines and Chris Hayes of 3™ Battalion, 2™
Marines were visitors at the meeting. Additionally, Barbara Koenig was the
guest of member Richard Koenig. Barbara also served in the USMC as a
Woman Marine.

Harold Sneed was presented with his Permanent Life Membership at the
meeting by Commandant C. J. Wychulis.

Minutes of the previous meeting

Commandant Wychulis reminded the Detachment that the minutes of the
May General meeting were published in the Detachment newsletter. He
asked if anyone had any corrections to the minutes. No corrections were
expressed and the minutes were accepted as published in the Newsletter.
Motion to approve by J. D. Sparks and seconded by Chuck Brown the min-
utes were approved by unanimous vote.

Paymaster’s Report

A report was presented by the Paymaster, Charlie Schroering, who provided a
detailed copy of the report for the official record which is available upon
request. A motion was made to approve the report by Bill Klein and sec-

(For June meeting)

onded by Louis Lindle. The motion carried unanimously. A copy of the

report was available for membership review upon request and at the meeting.

Commandant Wychulis complimented Marine Schroering on his outstanding

performance of duty for the past few years and announced that Joyce Rogers

will assume the Paymaster position on 1 July 2009.

Correspondence

1) Commandant Wychulis announced he received a “thank you” note from

Senior Vice Commandant Ron Medley for the support rendered by the De-

tachment at the funeral services of his wife Pat.

2) Commandant Wychulis recognized a $75.00 donation from the 3™ Bn, 9"
Marine Reunion in honor of one of their deceased members William
Bryant.

3) A letter of thanks was received from Ms. Tammy Wells, Chairwoman of

the Patriots Peace Memorial for the support rendered by the Detachment

Honors Detail for the enshrinement ceremony on Memorial Day.

4) A letter of thanks was received by the American Legion for the Detach-

ment Donation to the National Convention.

5) The Detachment received the invitation to participate in the Gaslight

Festival Parade to be held on Sep 17, 2009.

Members in Distress

Chaplain Bill Gividen asked the Detachment to keep the following Members

and or their families in our prayers as they are all experiencing medical prob-

lems. Rick Hiene, Tom Crump, Nick Reed and his wife Freida, Past De-
tachment Commandant Larry Vaughn, Butch Burnette, Charlie Keller and his
wife Judy, Rick and Helen Taylor. He reported 16 funeral visitations, 2 VA
hospital visits, 8 Nursing home and other hospital visits, as well as several

meetings including the Marine of the Year deliberations for a total of 152

hours. He sadly announced the participation of 47 members in attendance at

the visitation and funeral services for Pat Medley.

Chaplain Bill Gividen also recognized fallen members from the fiscal year.

They are: Frank Gulledge Jr., Richard Koenig Sr., George Hillenbrand Jr.,

Bruce Weimer, Carolyn Schroering (MCLA), Tony Boeckmann, Norman

Hamilton, Pete Peters, Michael Clark Sr., Ken Trulock and Pat Medley.

Report of Officers

Senior Vice Commandant’s Report: 1. Ron Medley had no report but gave a sincere thanks to the Detachment for their support of he and his family at the loss of
his loving wife, Pat.

Junior Vice Commandant’s Report: 1. Junior Vice Bob LeBlond announced that the July Roving Mess would be conducted on the first Tuesday in July which will
be July 7" at GT Sports Bar and Grill which is located on Taylorsville Road at the Snyder Freeway at 11:00 AM. Please respond with reservations to Bob LeBlond at
239-9946 or e-mail at rleblond@aol.com.

Judge Advocate’s Report: \Woodie Marshall was excused and on vacation.

Adjutant’s Report: 1. Al Broussard reported on the membership reflecting 357 members with 195 of those as Permanent Life Members and 36 members in arrears.
3 members were dropped in April and May for one year inactivity. 2 will be dropped for inactivity on 30 June 2009.

2. The recruiting report for June reflected 27 new members for the fiscal year representing 67.5% of our annual goal. The fiscal year ends on 30 June 2009. Recruit-
ing leaders this FY are Tom Crump with 9 new members and C. J. Wychulis with 7 new members. We should all remember that recruiting new members is the life-
blood of the Detachment and that each member should strive to bring in one new member in the next fiscal year (preferably one who will contribute to the success of
the Detachment!)

3. There will be a drawing at the July meeting for the recruiting incentive program with the winner to receive a $50.00 prize.

4. The recruiting report is due in July — all members with five or more new members will be reported to the National Junior Vice Commandant for a recruiting award
from National.

5. The honors Detail had a very busy month in May with five funeral details and 17 Visitations. The Honors Detail and Last Detail are still looking for a few good
men. Contact Al Broussard (267-4776) or e-mail at broussard.marines@insightbb.com for the Honors Detail or Billy Gividen (448-6774) or e-mail at givi-
den88@hotmail.com.

Report of Committees

Marine Corps Ball Committee: Commandant Wychulis reported that the booking system for the Marine Corps Ball is open at the new Crown Plaza Hotel (Former
Executive West Hotel) and that they are accepting reservations at the present time.

Toys for Tots: Coordinator Bob Cross asked volunteers for the TFT campaign to check the list after the meeting for those who volunteered last year and their shirt
sizes.

VAVS Officer: No Report

Ways and Means Committee: Bruce Kapfhammer reported that the Motorcycle Rally had collected over $2360.00 as of July 7.

Comptroller: Bill Klein indicated that the endowment account had increased by $ 8000.00 last month due to market improvement.

Ships Store: No Report. Boy Scouts Program: No Report.
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Unfinished Business

1. Web Site design has been completed and expected to be up and running in a week. Send info for the site to Commandant C. J. Wychulis. E-mail cwychu-
lis@aol.com.

2. The Department Meeting was discussed and it was agreed upon that all personnel attending would meet at Hardees on Taylorsville Road at 10:00 AM Saturday, 20
Jun 2009.

3. Commandant Wychulis announced that the July meeting will be the annual awards ceremony and dinner. There will be a silent auction of the estate of our beloved
member Anthony Boeckmann and the meals will be $10.00 per head. Please contact Commandant Wychulis for reservations and head count.

New Business

Election of Officers. Annual elections were held and handled by the chairman of the nominating committee, Bill Klein. The following were elected by the Detach-
ment to lead us during the 2009-10 fiscal year. Congratulations to our new staff.

Commandant: C. J. Wychulis
Senior Vice Commandant: Louis Lindle
Jr. Vice Commandant: Bob LeBlond
Judge Advocate: Bob Cross
The following members were appointed to fill vacancies.
Paymaster: Joyce Rogers
Sergeant at Arms: Don Schofield

Past Detachment Commandant and current Adjutant, Al Broussard Installed the new Officers.
50/50 Draw was won by Harold Conn who shared $ 71.00 with the Detachment.

Gold Raffle was won by Mr. Runnbaum.

No other business, meeting was adjourned at 19:50 Hours.

Respectfully Submitted:
Allen D. Broussard
Adjutant.

Good of the League/Announcements

1. It was announced that our member Bob Unger won the election as Commander of the American Legion Post 201. Congratulations were also extended to J. R.
Riggs who was elected as 2" Commander. Both encouraged the MCL members to also join the American Legion Post 201 and support the folks who provide us
with a wonderful meeting place.

2. Video’s for the movie “Taking Chance” were available at the main desk.

3. Member Ryan Weemer was welcomed home by the Detachment with a reception the past Sunday.

4. Bob Ebert presented the Pistol Marksmanship Trophy to the Detachment Team who placed first Place in the National Pistol Match. Otis Fox was presented
with his trophy for 2008 High Masters with a score of 562 with 22 x’s.

5. Bob Ebert announced that the Korean Veterans Assn is looking for Korean War Veterans (Boots on the Ground) for a recognition dinner in the near future. A
medal will be provided to these Veterans in appreciation from the South Korean Government. Call Bob Ebert for more information at 267-6413 or e-mail at
rwei37@bellsouth.net.

6. Mary Broussard announced a promotion for Military members by Disney through 30 Dec for 5 day free passes to all parks and 5 day guests at the park hotel for
$99.00. Check the Disney site for more information.

7. Joyce Rogers announced that the package program has been temporarily suspended for the time being until we can identify some Marines deployed that are
known by the Detachment.

50/50 drawing was won by Don Hawkins

Weekly Capital Prize was won by West Ryan.

MODD drawing was won by Jim Gilmer.

No other business, meeting was adjourned at 20:03 PM.

Respectfully Submitted: Allen D. Broussard, Adjutant.

The Gadsden flag

is a historical American flag with a yellow field
depicting a rattlesnake coiled and ready to strike.
Positioned below the snake is the legend "DONT
TREAD ON ME". The flag was designed by and is
named after American general and statesman

DON,T TREAD ON ME Christopher Gadsden. It was also used by The

United States Marine Corps as an early motto flag.

B 2009 www.PatrictDepot.com
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! By Steve Vogel
| Washington Post, June 29, 09

\Back from lIraqg, recuperating from a
1severe head wound, Lt. Col. Tim Max-
‘well visited other recovering Marines
1and began asking himself a question:
! Why were they alone?

1 The Marines were living in empty bar-
\racks at Camp Lejeune, N.C., while the
| rest of their units were still deployed in
ilrag. Though they had been released
| from the hospital, they had suffered seri-
'ous injuries and were on medications
1 with little supervision.

| The Marines were lonely, depressed and
isolated. "I was just thinking about their
being alone,” recalled Maxwell, 42.
"Why can't wounded guys live in the
same barracks?"

The simple question Maxwell asked is
credited with changing how the Marine
Corps supports its wounded. His advo-
cacy for central billeting for Marines
recovering from injuries led two years
ago to the creation of the Marine Corps
Wounded Warrior Regiment, headquar-
tered at Marine Corps Base Quantico.
On Friday, at his retirement ceremony at
the National Museum of the Marine
Corps at Quantico, Maxwell was saluted
for his achievements by a crowd of 200
people, among them Gen. James F.
Amos, assistant commandant of the Ma-
rine Corps.

On Oct. 7, 2004, Maxwell was serving
as the operations officer for the 24th
Marine Expeditionary Unit at a forward
operating base near the town of Iskan-
dariyah, 25 miles south of Baghdad.
Maxwell had gone to his tent for a nap
when a barrage of 15 mortars hit.

"The first one hit me," Maxwell said. "I
know that because | would have heard
them otherwise."

When he came to, Maxwell tried to
make his way outside. "I couldn't see
anything," he said. "I had a hell of a time
finding the door."

Outside the tent, Maxwell collapsed.
Shrapnel from the mortar had penetrated
his skull, inflicting severe brain damage.
At Landstuhl Regional Medical Center
in Germany, some doctors doubted he

Retiring Marine Pushed Establishing Support for Recuperating Troops

would survive.

Sent to the National Naval Medical Cen-
ter in Bethesda, Maxwell slowly began
to recover, but his concern soon turned
to other wounded Marines.

"As soon as he was cognizant, he got in
his wheelchair and began visiting
wounded Marines," recalled his wife,
Shannon Maxwell.

Continuing his recovery at Camp Le-
jeune in 2005, Maxwell voiced concerns
to superiors about the
wounded Marines. "When they leave the
hospitals, they got sent to empty bar-
racks,” he said. That year, Camp Lejeune
established a wounded warrior barracks
and named it Maxwell Hall in his honor.
"We learned as time went by of more
problems, guys were getting addicted to
painkillers,” Maxwell said. "It grew and
grew, and that's when the regiment got
formed."”

In April 2007, the Wounded Warrior
Regiment was activated at Quantico with
the mission to help wounded Marines
and their families throughout their re-
covery. The regiment includes wounded
warrior battalions at Camp Lejeune and
Camp Pendleton.

All the while, Maxwell has visited mili-
tary hospitals and tried to give hope to
family members of troops suffering from
traumatic brain injuries.

"He'd look into their eyes, and he would
say, 'He's still there. He's coming back," "
Shannon Maxwell said. "He's a living
example that you can live through the
worst."

After years of steady improvement,
Maxwell's condition deteriorated last
year, and he began losing movement on
his right side. "Last July, | went back to
the hospital, and it's never been the
same," he said.

Retirement made sense, he decided. "It's
about time," Maxwell said.

While Maxwell is uncertain about the
details of what he will do next, he said
his general path is clear.

"I'm not done getting better," he said.
"Whatever | do is going to be involved
in helping wounded guys."

isolation of ]«

For a long time rumors have circulated that
Tom Hanks and Steven Spielberg were col-
laborating on a World War I1: Pacific
Theater/Marine Corps HBO mini series in
the same spirit of their highly respected “Band
of Brothers.” This is no longer a rumor. In
2010, “The Pacific” will air on HBO as a ten
part mini series.

“The Pacific” is based on the books * Wi t h
ol d B rbg &€uwene Sledge, which was

hailed by historian Paul Fussell as “one of the

finest memoirs to emerge from any war,” and

Hel met f or byMRobertPLieckié

(recipient of the Marine Corps Combat Corre-

spondents Annual Award), as well as original

interviews conducted by the filmmakers. Con-

tinuing the World War Il oral history work

begun by his father Stephen E. Ambrose

(author of the book Band ofBrotherg, Hugh

Ambrose serves as a consultant on the miniser-

ies, as does Captain Dale Dye, USMC (Saving
Private RyanBand ofBrothersand Platoor).

The miniseries follows Kilo Company, 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
Division. Specifically, it tracks the intertwined
odysseys of three U.S. Marines - Robert
Leckie (played by James Badge Dale), Eugene
Sledge (played by Joe Mazzello) and John
Basilone (played by Jon Seda) - across the vast
canvas of the Pacific. The extraordinary experi-
ences of these men and their fellow Marines
take them from the first clash with the Japanese
in the haunted jungles of Guadalcanal, through
the impenetrable rain forests of Cape Glouces-
ter, across the blasted coral strongholds of Pe-
leliu, up the black sand terraces of Ilwo Jima,
through the Killing fields of Okinawa, to the
triumphant, yet uneasy, return home after V-J
Day.

Watch the Official HBO Trailer at:
www.hbo.com/events/pacific/video.html

For more information, see:
www.pacificfans.com/

Visit the series fan site at:
www.pararesearchteam.com/ThePacific.html

“The Pacific” submitted by Tony Glass

t


http://www.hbo.com/events/pacific/video.html
http://www.pacificfans.com/
http://www.pararesearchteam.com/ThePacific.html

US Turns Over Control of Iraqi Cities - Via Yahoo News

BAGHDAD - Iraqi forces assumed formal control of
Baghdad and other cities Tuesday after American
troops handed over security in urban areas in a defin-
ing step toward ending the U.S. combat role in the
country. A countdown clock broadcast on Iragi TV
ticked to zero as the midnight deadline passed for
U.S. combat troops to finish their pullback to bases
outside cities.

"The withdrawal of American troops is completed
now from all cities after everything they sacrificed for
the sake of security,” said Sadiq al-Rikabi, a senior
adviser to Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki. "We are
now celebrating the restoration of sovereignty."

The Pentagon did not offer any comment to mark the
passing of the deadline.

Fireworks, not bombings, colored the Baghdad sky-
line late Monday, and thousands attended a party in a
park where singers performed patriotic songs. Loud-
speakers at police stations and military checkpoints
played recordings of similar tunes throughout the day,
as Iragi military vehicles decorated with flowers and
national flags patrolled the capital.

"All of us are happy — Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds on
this day," Waleed al-Bahadili said as he celebrated at
the park. "The Americans harmed and insulted us too
much."

Al-Maliki declared a public holiday and proclaimed
June 30 as "National Sovereignty Day."

Midnight's handover to Iragi forces filled many citi-
zens with pride but also trepidation that government
forces are not ready and that violence will rise. Shiites
fear more bombings by Sunni militants; Sunnis fear
that the Shiite-dominated Iraqi security forces will
give them little protection.

If the Iragis can hold down violence in the coming
months, it will show the country is finally on the road
to stability. If they fail, it will pose a challenge to
President Barack Obama's pledge to end an unpopular
war that has claimed the lives of more than 4,300
U.S. troops and tens of thousands of Iragis.

The gathering at the Baghdad park was unprece-
dented in size for such a postwar event in a city where
people tend to avoid large gatherings for fear of sui-
cide bombers. They ignored an appeal by Vice Presi-
dent Tariq al-Hashemi to stay away from crowded
places during the U.S. pullback, which has seen more
than 250 people killed in bombings over the past 10

days.

Security at the party was stifling, as it was throughout
much of Baghdad where increased checkpoints dotted
the streets and identity checks were methodical. Po-
lice using bomb sniffers searched every man, woman
and child who attended the party.

In a ceremony rich with symbolism, the top U.S.
military commander in Baghdad, Maj. Gen. Daniel
Bolger, gave his Iragi counterpart the keys to the
former defense ministry building, which had served
as a joint base.

"On the eve of the 30th of June 2009 in accord with a
security agreement between Iraq and America, Iragis
take the lead in Baghdad," Bolger said.

The withdrawal, required under a U.S.-lIragi security
pact, marks the first major step toward withdrawing
all American forces from the country by Dec. 31,
2011. Obama has said all combat troops will be gone
by the end of August 2010.

Despite Tuesday's formal pullback, some U.S. troops
will remain in the cities to train and advise Iraqgi
forces. U.S. troops will return to the cities only if
asked. The U.S. military will continue combat opera-
tions in rural areas and near the border, but only with
the Iragi government's permission.

The U.S. has not said how many troops will be in the
cities in advisory roles, but the vast majority of the
more than 130,000 U.S. forces remaining in the coun-
try will be in large bases scattered outside cities.
There have been some worries that the 650,000-
member Iragi military is not ready to maintain stabil-
ity and deal with a stubborn insurgency.

Privately, many U.S. officers worry the Iragis will be
overwhelmed if violence surges, having relied for
years on the Americans for nearly everything.

"We think they are ready," U.S. Ambassador Christo-
pher Hill told The Associated Press in an interview
Monday. He said his main concern was that a lack of
progress in efforts to reconcile Shiite, Sunnis and
Kurds was feeding the violence that still marks the
daily lives of many Iragis.

"Frankly they need to pick up the pace,” Hill said of
the national reconciliation effort.

The commander of U.S. troops in the Middle East,
Gen. David Petraeus, expressed concern about the
spate of high-profile bombings but said the average
daily number of attacks remained low at 10 to 15
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compared with 160 in June 2007.

"While certainly there will be challenges — there are
many difficult political issues, social issues, govern-
mental development issues — we feel confident in the
Iragi security forces continuing the process of taking
over the security tasks in their own country," said
Petraeus after meeting with Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak in Cairo.

Despite some concerns, al-Maliki appears eager to see
the Americans leave and has urged lIragis to hold
steady against any rise in violence. Ahead of national
elections next year, al-Maliki is portraying himself as
the leader who defeated terrorism and ended the U.S.
occupation.

Iragi officials said they are expecting some violence
but would not allow it to trigger the sectarianism that
nearly sparked a civil war in 2006-2007.

At that time, death squads roamed the streets, slaugh-
tering members of the rival Muslim sect. Bombs
rocked Baghdad daily — until thousands of U.S.
troops poured in, establishing neighborhood bases
and taking control of the Iraqi capital and other cities.
While the U.S. troop surge strategy was successful in
stemming the bloodshed, many Iragis also saw it as
an affront to their national pride.

On a visit to Ramadi, a Sunni city 70 miles west of
the capital, Interior Minister Jawad al-Bolani, a Shi-
ite, told the AP that when the sun rises on Tuesday
"Iraqi citizens will see no U.S. soldiers in their cities.
They will see only Iraqi troops protecting them."

Associated Press Writer Qassim Abdul-Zahra in
Ramadi contributed to this report.

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090629/
ap_on_re_mi_ea/ml_iraq

EDITOR’S NOTE: 1 wait for
the day when they recognize the
efforts and sacrifices of our
troops in their freedom!? And I
wonder where the media is in
celebrating the HEROES that we
lost as well as those who returned
home damaged in so many ways.
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Chaplain’s Note on Last Details - Bill Gividen - gividen88@hotmail.com
Some questions have been asked of the Chaplain in what is our priority in setting up Last Detail and to

The first is the “Last Detail” in which a small cadre of our members volunteer to attend the wake of
every deceased Marine in our area. Honors are rendered to the veteran and a sympathy card and small
of flags (National and Marine Corps) is presented to the family. A 4’ by 6 flag is provided to the fu-
neral home for display next to the casket during visitation.

The Second is the “Honors Detail” which is provided in the following priority and subject to avail-

Priority Two is to a active duty Marine Corps who have lost their lives in combat.
Priority Three is to Retired members of the Marine Corps.
Priority Four is to friends and relatives of our active members at the availability of the detail.

Note- On occasion we have participated in the ‘homeless veterans project’ to provide honors to indigent Marine Corps/other

The Honors Detail is capable of providing the following services subject to availability of members

Firing Party:
Bugler:
Bagpiper:
Color Guard:
Flag Folders:

On occasion, when

E R ]

requested a bagpiper is also available.

A four man detail can provide military honors.
A two man detail is usually provided by the (Marines from Fort Knox)

A firing party of 3 to 7 rifles (M1) is made available to the funeral services.
The detachment has a ceremonial bugle with built in device to play taps.

Should there be other questions please call the Chaplain or Commandant for information.

Note from Ryan and Amanda Weemer - ryan.weemer@yahoo.com

For those who
Freedom has a flavor the protect
wi || never

As | sit pondering over the past few years,
I can only thank God and my Marines for
bringing me home from a war with only a
few scars. The same holds true for the
political prosecutions that followed, and
my sitting here today in my home in Ken-
tucky unscathed. It is hard, | believe, for a
man to be humble, doubly so for a Marine
to put aside his unbridled pride and accept
a helping hand during his time of need ...
to ask for that help while fighting an uphill
battle. While pondering, I’'m taken back
by the quote etched in the glass of my mili-
tary awards shadow box that sits in my
living room. It reads: “For those who
have fought for it, freedom has a flavor the
protected will never know.” Sitting next to
this is a plaque one of my brother Marines
awarded me upon my acquittal; he calls it
my 2nd Award of Freedom. I'm taken

bhckgtoythe fronf 1i@esuirgF flujah, IfaqQ. 1
Hhe front lines in that California courtroom
jypan 6n)(Nraturn. And when the flood of
emotions ... the memories ... when they
creep up and take me back, I’m always
reminded of, and brought back by, the peo-
ple and the things that got me through.
Today, I still thank God ... I still thank my
Marines ... and just as importantly, I thank
all of you—my brothers and sisters of the
Marine Corps League, who showed sup-
port and helped to carry my wife Amanda
and me as we stumbled forward—up that
hill into battle. Collectively, | think of
each and every one of you reading this as
my family, our beacon of strength and
safety, where we lean when life gets hard.
It is what we do as Marines, It is who we
are, and it is in our blood to fight for the
downed Marines to our flank. And it is
that fight within each of you that we are
thankful for today and forever.

I’m ashamed to think that my pride led me
to believe that my “flavor of freedom” was
something nobody else could know. Ac-

cording tq this quote, all of you are now
referred to as “the protected.” All of you
are the Americans, according to this, who
have the luxury of freedom but take its
depth for granted. Today | sit here hum-
bled ... for you—my family of Marines ...
understand the breadth of freedom, and
have fought for it, thus genuinely experi-
encing that coveted “flavor.” You have
fought on the battlefields in uniform, and
continued the fight to this day. While the
uniforms may not fit anymore, and the
battlefields may only be memories past,
your honor, courage, and commitment to
all Marines—in every climb and place—
remains telling of the heroes that you are
and will always be. Amanda and | are
humbled and forever grateful for the gen-
erosity and persistent—unwavering sup-
port from all of you. We are ever indebted
to you as a family for the love, donations,
thoughts, and prayers that carried us
through these times ... I wish I could
award each and every one of you a tangi-
ble bit of freedom to keep in your (CONT)

v




Colonel Ed McMahon Passes

He wanted to be a Marine fighter pi-
lot. The US was building up their military
force, but they were not at war yet and the
Navy required all its potential Navy and
Marine pilots to have two years of college.
So Ed started classes atBos-
ton College. When Pearl Harbor was at-
tacked the Army and the Navy both
dropped the college requirement and Ed
applied to the Marines. His primary flight
training was in Dallas and then he went
to Pensacola, Florida. He was carrier
qualified, which means he knew how to
perform a controlled crash of his single
engine fighter, onto the rolling deck of a
Navy floating runway. It took Ed almost
two years to get through all the Navy flight
training. His problem was he was a very
good pilot and the Marines needed flight
instructors. He had a great command pres-
ence and public speaking ability, which
landed him in the classroom, training new
baby Marine pilots. His orders to the Pa-
cific fleet and the chance to fly combat
missions off a carrier came in the spring of
1945, on the same day the Atomic bomb
was dropped on Hiroshima. Of course his
orders where changed. He never went to
sea and he was out of the Marines in
1946. Ed stayed in the USMC as a reserve
officer. He became a successful personal-
ity in the new TV medium, after the
war.  His Marine command presence
helped. He was recalled to active duty
during the Korean War. He never got to
fly his fighter aircraft, but he saw his share

of raw combat. He flew the Cessna O-1E
Bird Dog, which is a single engine slow-
moving unarmed plane. He functioned as
an artillery spotter for the Marine batteries
on the ground and as a forward controller
for the Navy & Marine fighter / bombers
who flew in on fast moving jet engines,
bombed the area and were gone in sec-
onds. Captain Ed was still circling the
enemy looking for more targets, all the
time taking North Korean and Chinese
ground fire. He stayed with the Marines as
a reserve officer and retired in 1966 as a
Colonel. The world knows Ed as Ed
McMahon of the Johnny Carson, Tonight
Show. One night | was watching the show
when the subject of Colonel McMahon
earning a number of Navy Air Medals
came up. Carson, a former Navy officer,
understood the significance of these med-
als, but McMahon shrugged it off, saying
that if you flew enough combat missions
they just sort of gave them to
you. McMahon flew 85 combat missions
over North Korea; he earned every one of
those Air Medals. The casualty rate, for
flying forward air controllers
in Korea sometimes exceeded 50% of a
squadron’s manpower. McMahon was
lucky to have gotten home from that
war. Once a Marine, always a Ma-
rine. When the public was spitting (taking
their personal safety into their own hands)
at Marines on the streets of Southern Cali-
fornia during Vietnam, Colonel McMahon
was taking Marines off the streets and into

Note from Ryan and Amanda Weemer (CONT)

living rooms, but can only hope it wells up
inside you as Marines who have fought for
it ... for that, you truly are

| wrote to you last year at the onset of my
dilemma, and asked that you be exactly
who you are, a community of Marines, a
people of kind sacrifice for everyone, and
that you believe in me as a brother. |
asked for your kind hearts and soft words
to help Amanda and me through. We
asked for your donations and support, and
without fail ... without hesitation or doubt,
you came through with more than we
could ask ... and for that, for all that you
are and all that you’ve done for my family
and me, we sincerely thank you—we love

each and every one of you with a unique
and personal touch of the ties that bind us
all. And as | wrote in my first correspon-
dence, “simply put—thank you.”

Saepe Expertus, Semper Fidelis, Frater
Infinitas - Often Tested, Always Faithful,
Brothers Forever

-Ryan and Amanda Weemer
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his posh Beverley Hills home. | spoke to a
retired Marine aircrew member the day
Colonel McMahon died and he personally
remembered seeing McMahon at numer-
ous Marine Air Bases inCalifornia in the
1960s. He was known for going to the
Navy hospitals and visiting the wounded
Marines and Sailors from this country’s
conflicts, even in the last years of his
life. Colonel McMahon presented awards
and decorations to fellow Marines and
attended many a Marine ceremony and the
annual Marine Corps Birthday Ball. He
stayed true to his Corps as a board member
of the Marine Corps Scholarship Fund and
as the honorary chairman of the National
Marine Corps Aviation Museum. After
retiring from the Marine Reserve, one
night on the Johnny Carson show, mem-
bers of the California Air National Guard
came on stage. Colonel McMahon was
commissioned a Brigadier General in the
Air Guard in front of millions of Ameri-
cans who watched it happen live. You will
not see anything like that on TV any-
more. The three core values of a United
States Marine are; honor, courage and
commitment. This is what a Marine is
taught from the first day of training and
this is what that Marine believes. That was
Colonel Edward P. McMahon Jr. USMCR
Retired. Before he was a national figure he
was a true combat hero and a patriot the
nation needed then and this country needs
now. Your war is over. Thank you Colo-
nel McMahon. Semper Fi sir.

PATRIOIFOET UG
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Member Information

Detachment Statistics:

June 2009

Membership Report:

93.5% (35 of 358 are

Total Number of Members 358 % of Goal Achieved

delinquent)
PLM Members 195 Total Paid Members 323
Associate PLM Members 2 Total Unpaid Members 35
Regular Members 150 Annual New Member Goal 40

Regular Associate Members 11
Honorary Members 1

Annual Renewal Goal 100 %

% of Annual Goal Achieved

New Member for FY 2008 27

67.5%

How to contact
MCL National:
Marine Corps
League - National
Headquarters
Post Office Box
3070 Merrifield, VA
22116
(800) 625-1775

Members Dropped for 1 Year Inactivity 1 New Life Member

Memberships Expiring in: (Data reflects renewals received
as of 25 Jun 2009)

- layout: date, year, number of members

Jun08 2 [Jul08 5 |Aug08 3 Sep08 2

Nov08 4 |Jan09 2 |Feb09 2 Mar09 6

Apr09 5 ([May09 5

Last Name First Name Birthday

Riggs, Jr. James 3
Holbrook Frank 5
Bailey Marion 6
Henley Charles 10
Wilson Gary 10
Magee Corey 13
Heine James 13
Gray William 13
Vandiver Chris 14
Robertson Kenneth 15
Dobbs Mark 15
Barcenas Ricardo 16
Newcomb Eddy 16
Cook Richard 18
Vogedes Susan 18
Hyrne James 20
Ulrich Mark 20
Hack Lindell 20
Jones, Jr. Joseph 23
Robinson Victoria 25
Milligan, Sr. Carson 25
Wychulis C. 25
Bivin Ernest 26
Hall Douglas 27
Kapfhammer Bruce 28
Kearns Darien 31

Memberships Expiring

Jun 09

Warren, Herbert
Moore, Fred
Goodyear, Edward

Jul 09 Aug 09
Parker, Jyronna Elmore, Francis
Sharp, Doug Hanson, Tim
Cain, Cherry Fessel, Jason
Giltner, Timothy Donoho, Bob

McCandless, Jerry
Heady, Chris

Payne, Sherrie

| like Marines...and | love the fact that |
am humbled to walk among the ranks of

other Marines.

| like the fact that you always know where
you stand with a Marine. With Marines,
there is no middle ground or gray area.
There are only Missions, Objectives and
Facts.
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Welcome Aboard to our newest members!

Recruiting Information We have established a new goal again this year of 40 new members. We have recruited two
new members in June 2009 bringing us up to 27 attained 67.5% of our annual goal at the end of the Fiscal year.

Retention Information Currently we have 35 members in arrears, which is still too high. If you are one of these
delinquent members please consider sending your annual dues in as soon as possible.

IF YOU ARE ONE OF THESE MEMBERS - PLEASE GET YOUR RENWAL IN. Semper Fi Marines!

New Members Review - June ‘09

Meador, Anthony Recruited by Gene Hammer. Served in the USMC from August 1979 — Jan 1984 — No further information
received.

Snyder, Gordon  Recruited by Tom Crump. Associate member who served as a signalman 2™ Class in the Coast Guard from
Feb 1942 to Feb 1946. He served in the American Theater China Service Navy Occupation, Asiatic Pacific,
and the Philippines.

Perich, Stefan Recruited by C. J. Wychulis. Served in the USMC from Jul 1988 to April 2000. No further information is
available at this time.

Recruiting Report (FY 2009 - 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009)

Amundsn, Dewey (1) Schraer
Broussard, Allen (1) Stubbs
Broussard, Mary (1) Magee

Crump, Tom (9) Hoagland, Pike, Koenig, Hall, Wilder, Barcenas, Gatz, Smith, Snyder

Dodson, Ed (1) Payne

Ebert, Bob (1) Hanson

Gividen, Bill (1) Heady

Hammer, Gene (1) Meador SAVE US MONEY...
Oliver, Don (1) Hall 1
Reker, Vince (1) McCandless Get your nEWSIGtter via
Taylor, Rick (1) Saksefski email!

Wychulis, C. J. (7) Giltner, Cherry, Stevenson, Miller, Bowlin, Schulman, Perich

Total New Members this FY- (27) (67.5% of our annual Goal!)

Incorporated by an act of Congress
in 1937, the Marine Corps League
perpetuates the traditions and
spirit of ALL Marines who
proudly wear or who have worn
the eagle, globe and anchor of the
Corps.

LET US ALSO REMEMBER THOSE OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO PASSED AWAY THIS FISCAL YEAR July 2008 — June 2009. THEY
ARE SORELY MISSED AND WE SHALL ALWAYS REMEMBER THEM IN OUR HEARTS.

RICHARD KOENIG (10 August 2008) é% > 1

GEORGE HILLENBRAND, JR. (7 August 2008) Yy .. n e | I IO rl al I |

ANTHONY A. BOECKMANN, JR. (16 Dec 2008) M"‘ ®
NORMAN HAMILTON (26 Dec 2008) ~

JAMES L. “PETE” PETERS SR. (13 Feb 2009) 7 Rest in Peace Marines. There is a place in heaven for you
MICHAEL W. CLARK SR. (9 April 2009) - : P you,

KEN TRULOCK (15 MAY 2009) you have served your time in Hell!
PAT MEDLEY (May 2009) - Aux member
CAROLYN SCHROERING (2 DEC 2008) - Aux member
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Marine Corps League
Kentuckiana Detachment #729

4500 Dakin Court
Louisville, KY 40299

Phone: 502.267.4776 Address:

Email: info@kentuckianamarines.org

Once A Marine! Always A Marine!

Marine Corps League 1 for all Marines and
FMF Corpsman
Dated Material and News Read Immediately

Wedre on the Weg‘et“‘gl)
www.kentucianamarines.org ¢ m ja
NeX_ 5 (89°

uy !

: : H Mail to: 4500 Dakin Court
pplication for Membership Louisville, Ky 40299
Name Service or SSN# - -
Street
City State Zip +4
Date of Birth Date of Enlistment/Commissioning

Date of Discharge / Separation / Retirement

Rank at time of Discharge

Home Phone Other

E-mail

Type of Application - ( ) New Member $30 - ( ) Renewal $30 - ( ) Associate $30

Life Membership (Must have current year dues paid to apply for life)
Age: >61=%$150, 51~60=3%$300, 36~50=%400, < 35=3$500

| hereby apply for membership in the Kentuckiana Detachment #729 and have enclosed $30 for one year's membership
which includes a monthly newsletter and the quarterly Marine Corps League Magazine. | hereby certify that | have
served as a U.S. Marine (or FMF Corpsman) for more than 90 days (exception for Associate Member); that the character
of my service has been honorable and if discharged, | am in receipt of an honorable discharge/service verifiable upon
request. (Ver.08)

(Sponsor - where applicable) (Applicant's Signature)

CORE VALUES: Honor, Courage and Commitment. Once a Marine, Always a Marine!



